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CRISP from page one

Mitch Berkowitz a letter askifé Hi
to fire Crisp end sue him for“lzg"ﬁ
malpractice. They contend that the
attorney has steered the city wrong in
its dealing with lawsuits against the
city, especially the Richard Grondin
case. Claiming the city has paid far too
much to the attorney in the last five.
years which was, by their estimation
of 3354,743.94, is more than halfofthe
%600,000 ithas paid tolawyers in that
time period. They will weet with the
city manager next Wednesday after-
noon 2nd will be demand some hard
and fast answers to their questions :
about the lawyer's handling of the .
city's legal business. They especially
gquestion the handling of the Grondin
case, indicatinghe hasbotched it, thus
costing the city hundreds of thousands
of unnecessary dollars in legal fees. &
statement Crisp notes doesn't take
Into 2ccount the number of law firms
-at have been involved in the deci-
on making process throughout the
—ase, - C
‘The group plans to ask why Crisp
lidn't immediately bring the arbitra-
don issue in the Grondin case before.

;- Crisp tg |

tiled in favorof Grondin's request for
ani;injunictien. when the city tried to
fire’ him: in, 1991, The city’s recent
petition o the courts to-withhiold the
officer’s back pay wkile the issue of
whether or not-the court had that
ight to do S0 or whether.gr mot the
matter should have gone to arbitra-
‘tiom, they. feel, is rather late in the
game and they question why it wasn't
dotig at 8% titne. They also wait to
“kngw why the arbitration has goneon
sa long; whe hired the sther gttomeys
involved inthe case and if any pf those
Igw firms questioned the arbitration
issue. They also want to know why
Grisp's legal bills to the city are not
referral faps; why the city pays for

tg talk to the media znc they

want to know who is responsible for
not hifing the correct insurance com-
panjes tocover somelawsuits brought
against the dity.

_The group blames Crisp for much of

. the.city’s legal woes. They feel be has

" eost taxpayers money that could have
gone to fund other city services at 2
time when services ware being cut and
they feel he has to ga.

* ‘Group bearyg member Dick Bosa in

"locking into the

day said, “You don'thave tobhea Ieg:al
scholar tokmew the cty is going broke
on legal bills.” o

“He said the group is asking 158 city
to be accountable to the high Iegal
costs and questions the mayor az}H: city
coundil approving such costs without
matter.

Berkowitz said that he is willing te
meet with the group and listen to their
concerns. He will, however, not dis-
cuss the city's legal strategies _'pub-
licly, he said, adding thatto dosoisnot
his legal right and could laad to legal
problems in and of it self. _

" Both Berkowitz and Crisp said yes-
terday that they could not confrm o7
deny the taxpayer association’s
$354 000 figure because they did not
Lpow how the group arrived at that
figure and had not researchead it.
Berkowitz noted that the legal vouch-
ers were made available to the group
but he was not sure what caleulations
they used to arxive at the Ggure. H,e
was not, hesaid, going todo any group's
legzl research. He, 28 well as‘_l‘()nsp,
painted out that the total of what ti:m.
attorney’s law firm has been pafzid in
the last Gveypars was for many differ-
ent legal services such gs sewer litiga-
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