Bow looks at adopting IB program

he International Bac-

I calaureate (IB) offers
high quality pro-
grammes of international edu-
cation i a worldwide com-

munity of schools, There are
more than ~———

593,3001:3 Bow
studemnts

at 2,207 SChool
schools in  Board
125 coun-  Naws and
tries "
When Views
you visit . ,
the Web oy homy
site, www. " chatrman
ibo.org,

this iz the

first zentence you see on the
home page. But what does
this mean?

The IB program was
originally established to offer
American students who were
growing up ovefseas a stan-
dardized evalnation of their
readiness to enter American
colleges and universities.
Childven of the U.S, military,
diplomats, businessmen, etc,
were being raised in Ameri-
¢an. schools in many nations
around the world,

Without a way to measure
their acadernic achievement
in a uniform way, entrance
into U.8, colleges and univer-
sities was difficult 1B was cre-
ated to provide these students,
and others, an opportunity
to have a uniform standard
diploma that represented
& rigorous level of achieve-
ment.

Since its beginnings in
1968, the IB program has con*
tinved to grow until it is now
internationally recognized as
a measure of high achieve-
ment. Credits earned through
the IB program continue to
enjoy acceptance at most 115,
universities and colleges even
as the acceptance of AP cred-
its wanes. A smdent entolled
in the IB diploma program
commands higher levels of

acceptance, and more schol-
arships are awarded to IB
diploma srecipients upon
application at U.S. schools.
The IB diploma program is
for grades 11 and 12.

The reasons noted abave
were enomgh to lead Bow
High School staff to inves-
tigate what the IB program
could do for Bow's high
school program. The more we
learned, the rnore we were
impressed with how the IB
program could dovetail with
the way we already do busi-
ness in the Bow schools.

IB does not provide 4 cur
riculum a0 much as a way of
teaching, and outside valida-
tion of student achievement
At the core of the IB appraach
is something called “theory of
knowledge.” .

This class examines the
question “how do we know
what we know? IB guides the
student to go beyond the nuts
and bolts of the course they
are studying to understand
the history of the subject, and
to explore the cultural roots
of the belief systemns that Jed
to the conclusions and knowl-
edge being studied,

Thiz translates to, for
example, physics classes with
stdents studying the same
material, but achieving differ-
ent levels of accomplishment
according to their abilities.
Some smdents will complete
a “high school” level of the
course, some will be able to
score well on a college level
Advanced Placement exarn,
some will write an edsay
demonstrating their under-
standing of physics that goes
bayond the “nuts and bolts”
ic earn IH credit.

All of these students
will be exposed fo the same
instruction, but their own lev-
els of response and effort will
determine how far they will
go in the final assessment. All
students may have access to

IB instruction. Whether any
one student chooses to apply
for an IB diploma will he a
personal cheice, just as tak
ing an AP exam iz eurrently
a personal choice. While a
student focusing on taking an
AP exam may not accomplish
the IR assessment, one who
is writing the IB assessment
would likely be able to also sit
for the AP esarn if it should

be desired. However, this is

redundant as most schools
prant credit for hoth AP and
IB courses.

Just as scoring of an AP
exam poes ouiside of the
boundaries of BHS (the AP
exams are scored by the Col-
lege Board - ensuring stan-
dardized evaluation), a part
of the final evaluation of IB is
scored by others worldwide,
again ensuring standardized
expectations nternatonally.

Our local errriculum will
not change significantly, We
will still need to make local
decisions as to what we want
our students to learn, and we
will still need to adhere to the
state requirerments.

One of the tenets of IB
is that'one must uoderstand
one's awn history and culture
implicitly in order to under-
stand others. There will be
a “trickle down" effect in
instruction for all students.
Preparation and “ramping up”
for IB achievement, especially
in the way students approach
the study of any subject, may
begin earlier than 11th grade,
and our staff will need to he
trained to teach in this man-
ner.
The application process
for IB takes three years. We
must demonstrate the ability
to incorporate TB methadol-
ogy into our program before
we will be accepted as an IB
school.

Bow is one of two schools
In New Harnpshire currently
in the application process

— the other is Bedford. Bow
is currenily in Year 1 of the
process, and is preparing the
initial application. If accept-
ed, we will be the second IB
schoal in New Hampshire.

Asthe staff sees the imple-
mentaton of IB as described
above, we will require a
minimum of new teachers, as
existing staff will be trained
to teach the IB level within
their classrooms,

However, depending on
the numlbier of students partic-
ipating in the program, there
may he a need for additional
administrative persormel {for
example. an IB coordinator
to oversee the stndents in the
program). As more students
participate, more hours will
be needed for administrative
tasks. Currently, we are using
the estimate that 100 studenis
enrolled in the diploma pro-
gram will require one and a
half additional personnel at
a total cost of $130,000 per
yedr.

However, these person-
nel will only he added as the
enrollment dictates. There is
also a membership fee and
student regiatration fees pro-
posed to be paid by the dis-
trict, and exarn fees propnsed
to be paid by the student simi-
lar to the AP fees, We would
expect a lower nimber in the
first years, and expect that
student specess will lead to a
steady increase in interested
students,

Thiz article only begins
to touch on the value of the
IB diploma and what it may
mean for Bow students,

Informational sessions are
stheduled on Feb. 6 at 4 pm.
and on Feb. 12 at 7 pi. at
the BHS library. If you would
like to gather your friends or
neighbors for a private infor-
mation session coffee chat,
contact SATT 67 at 2244728,

For further research,
please visit www.ibo.org,



